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10. Emma's Essay

The first bridge | ever butlt was made of paper and glue

My Sth grade phystcs teacher tasked my class with butkéing a beidge out of twa pieces of paper. Instead of focusing on the paper, |
nd Layers of ghue, paper each tme. The g week, 5 ty held 22 pounds,
seeing the highestschool record In 12 years.

Two years kater, | Began butlding bridges of a different kind.

The car that broughs me from the arpart drave away, and | ¥ he small ciey of
Troyan, Iwigaria. The walls were covered with my stick- figure paintings and chtldhood po:mm

11asd mey eyes on the wise woman tn front of me and leaned down to pull her 1520 2 hug - noe 5o tighely that % wossd break her, but
enongh to show my love. Katsing ber wrinkly hands to wipe my tears of Joy away, my grandmocher mumbled a row of Sulgarian.
wards of affection and smiled. | didn't understand, but | smiled back.

Since she bives 1247.092 miles away fram me, my grandmatber is n always there o give me 2 hug when | need 1t most

Nevertheless, her heart of distance and amyoae about patsy, and
compasston for cehers. Although she can't walk me through the Intricactes of Bayestan Statseics or neurosclence foe my upsoming.
test, she trtes her best 1o bittans and goals, n other ways - whenever | Bave an Importans test

comung up, she prays, lights up candles, and keeps them it unsil I'm doae.

1 the distance that  our homes, but two ocher gaps were harder to traverse: my aging
grandmocher's heak was detertorating and | didn' speak Buigarian.

I s0ught to create bridges to clase these gags.

My grandmarher suffers from rheumatold anhrxis, 3 disease that presses her body from every side, deforming her fotnts, and arching
her back She is the smallest person 1 know, but yee for me, the greatest.

L wished that § could show her the workd and take all her pain away, but the only thing that | could do for her was bullding 2 bridge
thar Beableto I spemt countless hours researching healthy meals
o create 2 detoifying and anit Sty sz plan for ber thax woskd be easy to cook. The research pasd off - the patn tn
her folnts substded.

When and | “talked,” souls Hke stars fy through space. Words would only describe
what we feed - but not show. It was like listening to a song, bu not paying aention to the lyrics, only to the patn and passian tn the
singer's vaice and the fiow of the melody.

< In 2017, 1 dectded thar | finaly wanted to Jearn Bulgartan. With 2 flachlight under my banket, | carted Jearning the Cyrillic alphabet
and Avdso CD's with Bulgartan day-to-day taked me 1o sleep. | £ by wrhiing her a letter -
wrhiten withow Google Translate for the first time. Phone calls became much moce frequens, and we grew doser together, but |
wanted to g0 cme step farther. § moved to Iwigarta for 3 semester the year after n order to see ber happy face when we could finally
sing the song of our conversations ~ with the fyrics.

Sectng the influence my bridges had on my grandmother tmspired me to busd more. After | came back 1o Germany, | learned that
bridges could be butk between anyone.

In March 2020, my best fided 1 tha Ber children’s

schoolwark at home durtng quaramiine. It occurred to me that a plattors for butlding betdges from younger students 1 older ones
off of pa g . 1 quickly Bradging these two £romps of stadents leads to a higher

I g ¥ younge oft g with students thae they . Sooa, my

stanup 2 high-qualiry and y resource y of

students from 3 over Germany.

Ihope that by bullding hridges, we learn to betrer appe it 10 order to creare 2 d
connected woeld - togecher.

1 paper fter halding 22 pounds. Sut my next betdge 1s always stronger than the ane
before. Abave all, | cring ochers, and | bridge [ will butld next.

Professional Review by VAL MISRA, MR. MBA”

What did the essay do wel2
T and 1g, ltnear structure, and shining themes of turning adversiry into
opportuntry and kkmllymﬂ  are all wanning artributes. anice hook by clearly ariculating the main.
‘essay topic —buatlding betdges — and her firs: soccess and ingennty at tr. She 1s moctvared to contimue bullding bridges. Emma then
‘maves it 2 deeply on , hes who sufers from a painfad disease, rves afar, and speaks a
dafferent dialect. Through her vivid imagery and amum creattve prose, Emma draws the reader closer to her grandmother by evoking
genuine emotsons tn w. | feel both sympathy and empathy for her PP vien | learn of
Emna'ssecond successfol bridge connecring them closer. Emma s personal brand t superbly revealed— compasston, kindness,
g, p all wras highly Emma
her rve 25 her ‘epphany and cacalys: for bnmmg ‘mare bridges- ber mm'q) Pimally,

Emma’s introspection and personal growth fluminace. She realtzes the power of connecting peopie and knowledge togecher to bulld 2
Better, more empathettc world- brdge building Is part of her 1denhy.

What could be improved about the essay?

Emma’s beaurtful storyreifimg volce and tmagery used tn her grandmother’s anecdote could have been wsed elsewhere in the essay (best
¥ of her ing abilctes. Emma could have provided exampies of future
bridges she might bk (ar colfege, career, ocher) msiead of eaving 1t open-ended.

This essay is two reasons. Pine, B doce on , her i
touches us, Emma shares her suhenstic volce and vivid decalls that showase thetr decp bond and love for exch P

grandmother's lgheing of candies and praying during Emma's test-taking. That £ s revealed 1o us tn 115 h
“helping’ grandmather is delightful- “show don't tell” Second, Emma capeures her growth journey and self-reflection from overcoming
adversity to impacting the world, both of which are tnspiracianal s hopeful. | know this 1s not

Emma and ather bce-minded stodents will busd

“Ifs not an 'S’ On my world It means ope?” - Kal L, Man of Steel, a Zach Sayder film.
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